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• I felt I should do this because there is a

danger - with such dramatic things

happening in the Balkans, Iraq and

elsewhere - that very important

developments in Africa might be

overlooked.

• In parts of the continent - Angola,

especially - the situation remains deeply

troubling. But elsewhere; many of the

latest events are quite positive. There is a

peace agreement in Sierra Leone, a cease­

fire agreement in the Democratic Republic

of Congo, and it seems that Eritrea and
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~thiopia have now agreed on ho,v the ,

OAD plan for ending their conflict should

be implemented.

• Yesterday, Liberia carried out the biggest

ever organized destruction of conventional

weapons. Nigeria has returned to

democracy after nearly twenty years of

military rule. There are signs of

reconciliation in Algeria. And at the OAD

summit African leaders expressed their

determination not to accept regimes

installed by coup d'etat, much more

strongly than in previous years.
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• -These are encouraging developments but

they are very fragile. It is vital that the

Security Council and the whole

international community give them strong

support.

• Africans, more than ever before, are

facing up to their own problems and

working hard to resolve them. They need

help, and they deserve it. "That is the

message I brought to the Council, and

which I should like to bring to the world.
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• If you have any questions, I will do my

best to answer them.

Thank you very much.

5


